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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Monday, 23rd January, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors Jean Battle, 

Stewart Eaves and June Harrison 
 

Apologies Councillors Tony Dobson and Joyce Plummer 

  

 
107 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Dobson and Plummer and 
Sarah Whittaker.   
 

108 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

109 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 21st November 2016 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 21st 
November 2016 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Item 102 of the Previous Minutes - With reference to the Proposed Selective Licensing 
Designation the Head of Regeneration and Housing confirmed that Cabinet had granted 
approval to consult on a new selective licensing area for a five year period.  He briefly 
outlined details of the proposal and the period of consultation. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

110 Housing Renewal Funding 
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer submitted a report on the progress of the Housing 
Renewal Programme for 2016/17.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that 
the Council’s Capital Programme for Housing Renewal for 2016/17 had been approved at 
just over £2.1m of which £700,000 had been spent.  Any not spent would be rolled forward 
to the next financial year.   He advised that projects would continue and conclude in order 
to expend all approved funding.   
 
Resolved - That the Panel noted progress of the 2016/17 Housing 

Renewal Programme. 
 

111 Woodnook Update 
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer submitted a report on progress with the 
Woodnook regeneration project.  The Regeneration and Property Manager gave details of 
the progress of: 

 refurbishment to properties in Phase 1 and pointed out that properties on Booth 
Street would be transferred over to Woodnook JVCO within the next few weeks.   
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 the continuation of works to two properties, one on Augusta Street and one on 
Royds Street and explanations were given in respect of the long term plans for 
these properties.   

 Phase 2 in bringing 60 long term empty dwellings back into use where the first ten 
have been completed and let and the next phase is near to completion and ready to 
be let.     

 the public realm works that had been completed on Booth Street and Priestley 
Nook, subject to defects, and a public event would be held to mark the opening.    

 legal action taken with regards to two properties on Nuttall Street and that the 
owners of these properties were co-operating and some works had commenced.   

 Phase 2 of the facelifting which had been completed  

 the completion of the pedestrian crossing consultation exercise, conducted by 
Lancashire County Council.  Members were informed that Lancashire County 
Council had been requested to check the location of the crossing before it was put 
in place later in the year. 

 
Resolved - That progress with the Woodnook regeneration project 

be noted. 
 

112 Townscape Heritage Initiative Update 
 
The Regeneration and Property Manager reported on the Townscape Heritage Initiative 
and referred to progress on the project.  She explained that the preferred scheme had been 
submitted to the Planning Department for approval and indicated that this would go to 
Committee on 1st February for a decision.  She informed the Panel that plans were for high 
quality materials and that if the planning application was approved then they hoped to be on 
site by June 2017 with works completed by June/July 2018.  She indicated that there had 
been objections to the plans but that English Heritage had been supportive.   
 
Councillor Battle referred to a lack of enforcement by the Council of shops in conservation 
areas and expressed concern that the lack of compliance in the square could have an 
impact on the visual amenity of the project before it was finished.  The Regeneration and 
Property Manager explained that it was because the area was in need of major 
improvement that funding had been allocated.  She indicated that they could only work with 
the resources they had and aimed to deliver the best they could achieve for the area. 
 
 Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

113 Housing and Environmental Standards 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to Land and Buildings that were 
detrimental to the amenity of the area during the period 1 November to 31 December 2016.  
He reported that amenity had been restored to 27 sites through interventions using both 
informal and formal actions.  He also reported that actions had been taken on 48 sites with 
a further 11 new cases being reported during this period.  He pointed out that there had 
been 2 prosecutions for non-compliance of enforcement notices.   
 
Members of the Panel referred to concerns about the following properties: 
 

 Kirk Road and John Street, Church – this was not contained within this report but 
had had a Notice served on it in the last 8 months.   

 Midland Street – regarding the state of the back alley and back yard. 
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The Environmental Protection Manager advised that the property on Kirk Road/John Street, 
Church could be a planning control issue and indicated that he would investigate.  He also 
advised that his team would deal with the rubbish in the back yard of the Midland Street 
property and the waste would be removed by Waste Services. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

114 Housing Advice and Homelessness 
 
The Housing Advice and Homelessness Manager submitted a report to update the Panel 
on the activity of the Housing Advice Team and the monitoring of casework for the first 
three quarters of 2016/17.  He explained that the report included a break- down of the 
number of households prevented from becoming homeless, the number of households who 
had secured a social housing tenancy via the housing register and the number who had 
received assistance in the form of a council funded rent deposit/bond.  He explained that 
the statistics they had acquired matched, in general, with those released nationally.  He 
also gave details of the Homelessness Reduction Bill which had been introduced to 
strengthen legislation for single people.  He reported that legislation with regards to the 
definition of homelessness would change and gave details of the changes.  He expressed 
concern that this could increase workloads for the Team should this become law.  He 
indicated that funding would be provided by Government based on quarterly returns.   
 
The Chair referred to the changes made by the Police Commissioner in respect of provision 
for domestic violence and asked if this would lead to the loss of refuges.   The Housing 
Advise and Homelessness Manager suggested that this may cause a problem with the Safe 
House.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

115 Town Centre Update 
 
The Town Centre Manager submitted a report on Accrington Town Centre and Markets to 
provide the Panel with an update of issues.  She reported that Accrington Police Station 
had opened in September 2016 and town centre staff and traders had better access to the 
Police.  The report outlined details of the following events: 

- the success of Dickensian event. 
- the Halloween event had been less successful although it had increased footfall into 

Accrington Town Centre. 
- the Accrington Ron Hill event had received many applications from competitors to 

take part and the field was bigger and more popular than ever. 
 

The Town Centre Manager reported that a number of planning applications had been 
received for town centre buildings in addition to the Townscape Heritage Initiative.  
Planning permission had been granted for the former Cannon Street Baptist Church and 
work had begun on the former Accrington Fire Station building.  She reported on the 
concerns of the Town Team members and retailers regarding anti-social behaviour and 
shoplifting and the Panel was informed that action plans had been produced to deal with 
related issues.  She encouraged all town centre incidents to be reported to the Police.  The 
Town Centre partners had been encouraged to get involved in bringing events and activities 
to the town and referred to a number of events planned for 2017. Reference was made to 
progress made at meetings with market traders and reported that further meeting had been 
planned. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
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116 Increasing Housing Supply 

 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to update the Panel on progress 
with new housing development across the Borough.  He reported that the Council had 
submitted a bid to the new ‘Housing Zone and Large site: Enabling and Development fund’ 
to finance a masterplan, delivery strategy and planning and project management costs and 
a decision was due soon.  He expressed optimism that the former Power Station had been 
sold on and bought for development and referred to other developments or potential 
developments taking place in the borough that were making progress including: 

- Lyndon Park, Great Harwood 
- Parker Place, Rishton 
- Phoenix Phase 2 
- Church Bank Works  
- Rhoden Road, Oswaldtwistle 
- Former Conservative Club, Accrington 
- Divine Fisheries, Accrington 
- Thwaites Road, Oswaldtwistle 
- Stanhill Road, Oswaldtwistle 

 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

117 Urgent Business 
 
There was no urgent business. 
 

118 The Time and Date of Future Meetings: 
 
27th March 2017 at 10 am 
29th May 2017 at 10 am 
 

 
 
 
 

 


